MEET YOUR PROFESSIONAL

Homeowners: Avoid Renovation Nightmares!

If you are considering a renova-

tion you need to read this!

When you hire a contractor to

work on your home, you need to

be protected from a number of
risks. These fall into two general
categories:

* Risks related to poor work or
dishonesty by the contractor,
and

e Risks related to accidents that
cause damage to property or
injure
someone.

The best protection from risk is to

hire a contractor with a solid repu-

tation for doing good work, and
having a comprehensive written
contract in place before the work

begins.
Some consumers choose to deal
with “underground” contractors

who charge less, but only work for
cash and do not provide a written
contract. When homeowners hire
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an underground contractor for cash
and without a contract, bad things
can happen. In the vast majority of
cases where there are problems,
the homeowners lose their money
and have to live with the frustra-
tion of paying another contractor
to complete the work properly.

However, sometimes things can
get far more serious. For example,
the parties can end up in court. Or
the homeowner can face fines and
legal actions initiated by govern-
ment agencies. As well, each year
there are a number of homeowners
who become victims of contrac-
tor fraud, often losing significant
amounts of money.

Many consumers are uncertain
about how to find and hire a con-
tractor. The good news is that you
don’t need to be an expert in con-
struction to do this successfully.
What you do need is a general un-
derstanding of how the contracting

business works and how to manage
the hiring process. You also need
to understand that your working
relationship with a contractor will
have considerable influence on
your overall satisfaction. Good
working relationships are a key
factor in successful projects.

Please note that the information
presented here is quite general and
that every situation is different, so
use it as a guide only. In general,
the process of hiring a contractor
involves seven steps before you
begin work!

Step One: Determine what type of
contractor you need

Step Two: Locate contractors

Step Three: Interview contrac-

tors

Step Four: Check references

Step Five: Get bids

Step Six: Get it in Writing

Step Seven: Make necessary
changes to a contract

For more information on each of
these steps and more go to:

www.HiringA Contractor.com

www.chba.ca
www.myhomereno.com
For local contractors contact

those on this page and for more
companies visit www.chbafv.com
for a complete list of members and
more information about the Cana-
dian Home Builders’ Association
of the Fraser Valley.
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FRDVIDING TURN KEY SERVICE IN COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL,
AGRICULTURAL & RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

VANCOUVER 459-409 Granville Street
Vancouver, BC V6C 172
Office: 604-662-8895

) Toll Free: 1-877-793-9001

CHILLIWACK 104-8645 Young Road
Chilliwack, BC V2P 4P3
(Office: 604-793-9000
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CHBA Fraser Valley Congratulates
THE 2009 GEORGIE AWARD FINALISTS

Finalist: Rockridge Developments Inc.
Category: Best Single Family Detached Home
$1.,000,000 - $2,000,000
Finalist: Domae Enterprises Summit Residences Inc.
Category: Best Kitchen under $40,000 - New
Finalist: Top End Homes Inc.

Category: Best Single Family Detached Home
3,000 sq.ft. and over

AERD GARPET SERVIGES LTD.

< Total Carpet & Upholstery Care

Specialists in Residential & Commercial:

- Carpet Cleaning

- Upholstery Cleaning

- Area Rug Cleaning

. Restretching 8258 St. George Street

) Repairs Var.lcouver, BC V5X 3S5
Tel: 604-321-7440

Fax: 604-321-7422

Over 35 years of service aerocarpetservices.com

Does it have home warranty insurance?
Can it be legally offered for sale? Who's the builder?
Check the New Homes Registry before you buy —

it's quick, it's easy and it's free.
M

Homeowner
Protection Office

Toll -free: 1-800-407-7757
Email: hpo@hpo.bc.ca
Website: www.hpo.bc.ca
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Land Development Public Works

Traffic Engineering

Street, Road & Highway Design
Street Lighting

Storm Water Management

Storm Drainage Sewer Management
Erosion & Sediment Control

Feasibility Studies

Civil Engineering Design

Construction Management

Supervision & Quality Control

Contract Administration & Inspection Services
Project Management
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