
How Do Our Homes Fit into 
the Climate Change Picture?

Climate change is the central environmental issue of our time. At 
the end of 2006, Canada’s GHG emissions had actually increased 
by 21% since 1990. Notably, in 2006, Canadian homes accounted 
for just under 7% of the total, according to Environment Canada.
Where do Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions 
come from?
Agricultur............................................................................ 9.6%
Fossil fuel industries........................................................ 21 .9%
Electricity.......................................................................... 16.4%
Transportation................................................................... 22.1%
Heavy industry & manufacturing..................................... 15.7%

Service industries................................................................ 7.6%
Residential.......................................................................... 6.8%

Source: Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Understanding 
the Trends, 1990-2006, Environment Canada 2008

The residential sector has shown strong leadership in reducing 
its GHG emissions. At the end of 2006, Canadian homes were 
releasing 8.1% less GHG emissions than in 1990, despite a 30% 
increase in the number of homes in the country.

Canadians want to see progress in addressing important 
environmental issues such as climate change, air quality and 
protection of our natural resources. In both new home construction 
and home renovations, Canada’s housing sector is setting the 
standard for environmental performance. Greenhouse gas emissions 
are being cut. Energy efficiency is continuously improving. Indoor 
air quality is advancing. And we are using our natural resources 
more prudently. 

Programs like Built Green™ and R-2000 promote construction 
of buildings and building methods that are healthier for the 
occupants and healthier for the environment. These sustainable or 
“green” building practices work toward reducing the impact and 
achieving the results Canadians want: 
• Better energy efficiency means comfort and long term savings
• Healthier indoor air
• Durable, reduced-maintenance materials 
• Preserving natural resources
Some of the key benefits are: 
• Lower electric and water utility costs 
• Environmentally effective use of building materials 
• Enhanced health and productivity 
• Long-term economic returns 
• Reduced environmental impact 

Resource and environment-conscious homeowners can look to 
the Canadian Home Builders Association members to help them 
build or renovate homes that represent their commitment to the 
environment, future generations, and improving the way they live.  

Homeowners are asking for the ‘green’ options when they plan 
their project. Given the diversity of construction methods and 
equipment that go into a home, expert help is essential to getting 
value, lower home operating costs, improved performance, and 
increased occupant comfort. 

New home builders and renovators are constantly looking for 
better ways to build in order to deliver greater value and higher 
performance to consumers. 

GO WITH A PRO... to Build or Renovate Your Home 
Contact the professionals on this page for more information. For 

a complete list of member companies visit  www.chbafv.com. You 
can visit our Consumer Links page for more information for the 
homeowner including links to the grants, rebates and incentives.
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Does it have home warranty insurance? 
Can it be legally offered for sale? Who’s the builder? 

Check the New Homes Registry before you buy – 
it’s quick, it’s easy and it’s free.

Toll - free: 1-800-407-7757    

Email: hpo@hpo.bc.ca

Website: www.hpo.bc.ca
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Suite 101 - 33230 Old Yale Road, Abbotsford, BC V2S 2JS
Telephone 778-880-0577 • Facsimile 778-880-0578
www.aplinmartin.com • general@aplinmartin.com

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING

PLANNING

SURVEYING Providing
Professional Services to the

Development Industry and Public Sector since 1968C O N S U L T A N T S  L T D

APLIN 
MARTIN

&

Land Development
 Feasibility Studies
 Civil Engineering Design
 Construction Management
 Supervision & Quality Control
 Contract Administration & Inspection Services
 Project Management

Public Works
 Traffi c Engineering
 Street, Road & Highway Design 
 Street Lighting
 Storm Water Management
 Storm Drainage Sewer Management
 Erosion & Sediment Control

Utility Design
 Sanitary Sewerage Systems
 Water Supply & Distribution Systems
 Pump Stations

8258 St. George Street
Vancouver, BC V5X 3S5
Tel: 604-321-7440
Fax: 604-321-7422
aerocarpetservices.com

“Over 35 years of service”

Total Carpet & Upholstery Care

�

�

�

�

�

Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning
Area Rug Cleaning
Restretching
Repairs

Specialists in
Residential & Commercial:
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PROVIDING TURN-KEY SERVICE IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
AGRICULTURAL & RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

459-409 Granville Street
Vancouver, BC V6C 1T2
Office: 604-662-8895

104-8645 Young Road
Chilliwack, BC V2P 4P3
Office: 604-793-9000

Toll Free: 1-877-793-9001 CHILLIWACKVANCOUVER
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CHBA Fraser Valley  
Congratulates
The 2009 Georgie Award  

FINALISTS
Finalist:  

Domae Enterprises Summit Residences Inc.
Category:  

Best Kitchen under $40,000 - New

Finalist:  
Rockridge Developments Inc.

Category:  
Best Single Family Detached Home  

$1,000,000 - $2,000,000

Finalist:  
Top End Homes Inc.
Category:  

Best Single Family Detached Home  
3,000 sq.ft. and over

CANADIAN
HOME BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION

Domae Enterprises Summit Residences Inc.

Coming Events...
Nuts ‘n Bolts of Construction  

Contracts Seminar
Presented by Adnan Habib of Baker Newby LLP

March 31, 2010
This is a valuable seminar for anyone in the residential  

construction industry.
Pre-registration required. For more information please visit   

www.chbafv.com and click on Events tab or call 604-755-9306


